Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire is home to major
companies such as Zytek Automotive, Alstom, JCB,
Michelin and Jaguar Land Rover.
The attractions for advanced manufacturers are
clear: A wide skills base, excellent infrastructure and
an established existing cluster are underpinned by
a strong supply chain.
The people and the manufacturing skills you need
Over 1 million people live within our area, and
2.7 million are resident within a 45 minute
drive. 13.2% of our workforce is employed in
manufacturing – as this is considerably higher
than the UK average of 8.8%, Stoke-on-Trent
and Staffordshire offers more of the skills your
business needs.
More relevantly still, over 39,000 people are
employed specifically in advanced manufacturing
activities. This represents 9.5% of employees,
compared to the national average of 6.7% for
Great Britain.
No shortage of engineering expertise
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire has maintained
an engineering skills base that other UK areas
have lost. This is where you will find the people
who can match your advanced manufacturing
requirements.
Next generation talent
Within our area you can access some of
the brightest and best young people with
technological aptitude – both Staffordshire
University and Keele University have widely
respected engineering and computing faculties.
A high workforce training participation rate of
19%, particularly in production industries, leads to
a highly qualified working population (East West
2012).
Headquarters for major manufacturers
For companies such as Alstom Grid, Michelin
and JCB, Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire is an
obvious location for their headquarters. We are at
the centre of the UK machinery manufacturing

industry, with 1.6% of all employees working in the
sector. This proportion is approximately double the
norm for the UK, with particular emphasis in the
manufacture of engines and turbines fluid power
equipment and construction/quarrying machinery.
Ceramics-central
Ceramic materials expertise in Stoke-on-Trent and
Staffordshire is unequalled anywhere in the UK.
Approaching 8,000 people are employed in the
sector, representing over 4% of the Stoke-on-Trent
workforce.
Well placed for automotive business
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire’s central
location puts it within easy reach of many major
automotive manufacturers. Jaguar Land Rover
and Zytek Automotive are within the area, whilst
Bentley Motors, General Motors and MG car plants
are all within an hour’s drive.
There is a strong and varied automotive presence
in our area, including the electric and hybrid
sectors – companies including Michelin, Johnson
Controls, Pirelli, Magna and Zytek Automotive all
enjoy the undeniable business benefits of Stokeon-Trent and Staffordshire.
The attractions of our area have not been lost
on Jaguar Land Rover – and the company’s new
£355m engine plant at i54 Business Park is set to
add further stimulus to the local automotive supply
chain, manufacturing and R&D.
Strong in power electronics
Power electronics supports innovation in
applications such electric and hybrid cars, industrial
processes and drives, and electricity transmission.
Our area is home to several global tier 1 companies
in this technology, including Alstom Grid, Siemens,
GE Power Conversion and ABB.
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World-class R&D on your doorstep
Keele University and Staffordshire University
offer leading R&D capabilities, with particular
expertise in engineering, software engineering
and power electronics. Staffordshire University
offers The Centre for Energy Efficient Systems
which is focused on power electronic systems
and devices, renewable energy systems and
sources and materials sciences. Stoke-on-Trent
and Staffordshire is within close proximity to a
number of research centres and universities with
particular expertise in R&D related to advanced
manufacturing.
Cost effective in more ways than one
Our pay rates are more competitive than the
national average and the West Midlands as whole,
which means your company could save as much as
14% on its wage bill.
Median Annual Gross Earnings by Local Authority,
UK and West Midlands, 2011:
Staffordshire

£23,600

Stoke-On-Trent

£22,800

UK

£26,100

West Midlands

£24,500

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire also provides
a large choice of competitively priced sites and
premises, including i54 South Staffordshire
Business Park which offers all the advantages of
being an enterprise zone. The figures speak for
themselves: average industrial rental per sq. m. in
Stoke-on-Trent is 36% less than Manchester and
22% less than Birmingham.

Industrial land values are comparably much lower
than neighbouring major cities. Cleared industrial
land (0.5-1.0 hectare) is just £300,000 per hectare,
compared to £650,000 per hectare in Birmingham
and Manchester (Source: Property Market Report,
Valuation Office January 2011).
Markets within easy reach
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire delivers
outstanding road and motorway links, giving you
easy access to the rest of the UK. International
connections are well served via Birmingham and
Manchester Airports, which are within less than an
hour’s drive. The Port of Liverpool is an hour away
and the ports in the South and South East are
within four hour’s drive.
Enjoy Enterprise Zone advantages
The i54 South Staffordshire Business Park is a
perfect location for advanced manufacturing,
with the added advantage of enterprise zone
status. This can mean a potential business rate
discount of 100%, simplified rules and regulations
regarding planning decisions, as well as superfast
broadband.
Be in good company
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire offers potential
savings of 14% on the West Midlands and
national average.

Headquartered in Lichfield with a staff of 140,
Zytek Automotive is a specialist powertrain and
vehicle engineering company which develops
innovative engineering solutions in high-efficiency,
light-weight electric motors, inverters and energy
storage systems for electric and hybrid vehicles.
Zytek designs integrated electric drive systems for a wide range of
European and US vehicle manufacturers. The company was behind the
first electric drive system developed by Daimler for the Smart car and
also developed the first KERS system for Mercedes used in the McLaren
Formula 1 car.
A new Electric Powertrain Technologies Centre has recently been
established by the company. The main focus of the centre will be the
development of high-efficiency, lightweight electric motors, inverters and
energy storage systems.
“Zytek’s success can be attributed to our highly skilled and committed
workforce, our comprehensive in-house testing and development facilities
as well as our electronics and electric traction-motor production plant.
We can attract an excellent workforce and local graduate base from
the University of Keele and the University of Staffordshire as well as
attracting graduates from other leading universities around the country. ”
Neil Heslington, Managing Director, Zytek Automotive.
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