CREATIVE AND DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGIES
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire is fast becoming a
significant player in the digital and creative industries.
With home-grown creative talent, tech skills on tap and
proximity to innovative companies, it is a place where
creativity is driving business growth.

Creativity, openness, innovation and an eye for

GREAT DESIGN

have been at the heart of our businesses for centuries.
These same traits are found today in companies ranging
from software development and cloud computing, to film
production and ceramic technologies. Our creative and
digital talents are designing applications and solutions
across a diverse range of sectors, including renewable
energy, automotive, medical devices and entertainment.
SOFTWARE AND DESIGN
The area is an established centre for
companies providing software development
across many applications. Keele-based Koko
Digital is an award-winning app and games
developer that has produced hit games such
as James Bond: Skyfall for Sony Pictures and
social media games for BBC’s Top Gear. Datel,
based in Stone, has established a reputation
for excellence by developing videogame
peripherals that are both innovative and
creative. In addition, eg solutions, based at
Dunston Business Village are a successful
software development company specialising
in back office solutions.

ESTABLISHED CENTRE
FOR COMPANIES
PROVIDING SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT

FILM AND TV

DIGITAL MARKETING AND

Proximity to the BBC and ITV studios at

COMMUNICATIONS

MediaCityUK in Manchester and the growing

A growing sector in Stoke-on-Trent and
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Staffordshire is digital marketing and
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communications. High turnover of staff

production-related companies to locate in

and higher operating costs in cities such as

the area. Award-winning Junction 15

London and Manchester has seen companies

Productions, Eclipse Broadcast, Inspired

such as iProspect, part of Japanese-owned

Film and Video, and Reels in Motion are

Dentsu Aegis, open operations in the area.

all based locally, and the area is receiving

Based in Stafford since 2013 when they

increasing recognition through international

created 60 jobs, they are continuing to grow

festivals which showcase local creative talent.

with staff numbers moving towards 200.

Staffordshire University is a major centre
for film, games and CGI animation, while the
Music and Music Technology Department
at Keele University is rated ‘world-leading’
and includes specialists in film and
TV scoring.

CREATIVE TALENT
With world-class university courses
producing a talented pipeline of graduates,
both from local universities and those close
by in Manchester, Birmingham and Liverpool,
there’s no shortage of creative skills. Homegrown talent is fuelled by schools and colleges
with a strong focus on inspiring the creativity
and technical skills required by the most
innovative companies.

bet365 was founded in Stoke-on-Trent and is the largest private
employer in the city. We are the world’s largest and most successful
online gambling company with over 18m customers in more than
100 countries and employing over 3000 staff worldwide. We are
investing over £40m in a new build project centralising all of our
UK based activities into one building to bring operational benefits,
provide space for anticipated local growth and an improved working
environment for our employees.
Richard Smith,
Property Director.

A TALENTED
POOL OF LABOUR
POPULATION OF MORE THAN 1 MILLION,
WITH OVER 2.7 MILLION PEOPLE WITHIN
A 45 MINUTE DRIVE
SIGNIFICANT FUTURE TALENT FROM
LOCAL UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES,
WITH STRENGTHS IN CREATIVE AND
COMPUTING COURSES



A CONNECTED,
COMPETITIVE
LOCATION


95% OF BUSINESSES WITH ACCESS TO
SUPER-FAST BROADBAND BY 2017
WAGE RATES ARE UP TO 15% LOWER
THAN THE NATIONAL AVERAGE

6,570

EMPLOYED IN
DIGITAL
AND CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES

54,900

EMPLOYED IN
ASSOCIATE
PROFESSIONAL AND
TECHNICAL ROLES

AN IDEAL BASE FOR
DIGITAL AND CREATIVE
TECHNOLOGIES

31,000

STUDENTS STUDYING
IN THE AREA,
AND AN ADDITIONAL
305,000 WITHIN AN
HOUR’S DRIVE

BURGEONING
FILM AND VIDEO
PRODUCTION
BASE

OFFICE RENTAL IS OVER 58% CHEAPER
THAN IN OTHER LOCATIONS INCLUDING
MANCHESTER AND BIRMINGHAM
OVER 750,000 SQ FT OF GRADE A
CITY LIVING AND MIXED OFFICE SPACE
AVAILABLE IN STOKE-ON-TRENT

KEELE UNIVERSITY
SCIENCE AND
INNOVATION PARK
HAS A CONCENTRATION OF
TECHNOLOGY FIRMS, WITH
FURTHER INVESTMENT
SECURED TO EXPAND THE SITE

EXCELLENT
CHOICE OF
PROPERTIES,
NEW OFFICE
DEVELOPMENTS
AND BUSINESS
PARKS

INTERNATIONAL
RECOGNITION FOR
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES,
INCLUDING FILM AND
CERAMICS FESTIVALS



OTHERS WHO CALL
STOKE-ON-TRENT AND
STAFFORDSHIRE HOME

SOURCE: COLLIERS INTERNATIONAL, ANNUAL POPULATION SURVEY (ONS)

bet365 | Instem | Navman Wireless | iProspect | Quiss Technology PLC | Comtact | Junction 15 Productions
Koko Digital | Datel | Eclipse Broadcast | Reels in Motion | Inspired Film and Video | eg solutions PLC | CineRobota

WHAT THE LOCALS SAY
Dentsu Aegis is a leading digital marketing agency based in Stafford, creating
powerful marketing programs for some of the world’s most successful brands.
Andy Siviter, Operations Manager of
Dentsu Aegis Network commented:

“Multi-award winning, iProspect UK is focused on delivering
high growth and happiness for our clients, partners and
people. iProspect create and optimise digital experiences
to drive business outcomes. We do this by employing
and nurturing best-in-class talent to deliver innovative,
measurable success across all digital channels.
Powering the Dentsu Aegis Network, iProspect drives digital
performance across 73 offices in 52 countries, through a
connected team of over 2,950 digital experts. Entry-level
and graduate development are central to our business.
A bright student population and fast transport links to
our other UK offices really helps.
Our Staffordshire based team is
geared to deliver operational
excellence and creates the ideal
platform to launch a career in
the exciting world of digital.”
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