MAKE
STOKE-ON-TRENT AND STAFFORDSHIRE
YOUR BUSINESS HOME
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Trentham Gardens cover photograph courtesy of Visit England.
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There are so many great reasons to make Stoke-on-Trent
and Staffordshire your business home.

IT’S A PLACE WHERE
CREATIVITY, INNOVATION
AND ENTERPRISE DRIVE
BUSINESS GROWTH
It’s a location that continues to attract
investment from global companies like
Amazon, Jaguar Land Rover and Michelin.
It’s a place where companies like JCB and
bet365 have grown from start-ups into
billion-pound businesses.
Choose to invest here, and you’ll find we are:
• A better connected business community
• A centre for growth and innovation
• A cost-competitive location
• Home to a great pool of talented workers
All the ingredients for a more profitable
business location.
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A CONNECTED
BUSINESS COMMUNITY
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Distances shown are from Stoke-on-Trent
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If you map the new business opportunities
and manufacturing supply chains of the UK…

YOU’LL FIND STOKE-ON-TRENT
AND STAFFORDSHIRE AT THE
VERY HEART OF THE ACTION
It’s the place where the
Northern Powerhouse
meets the Midlands Growth
Engine – the most exciting
economic growth areas
for a generation. No other
place is better located to
serve the large regional
markets of Manchester
and Birmingham and
beyond, with a wide choice
of connections to global
business centres.

Excellent transport links make it an ideal

New infrastructure investments

business location, with fantastic road,

including super-fast broadband

rail and air connections that put the UK,

roll-out will allow 95% of businesses

Europe and the world on your doorstep.
You’ll be better connected to your

in Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire
to work at lightning fast speeds.

customers, wherever they are. Most major

The area has been recognised as one of

UK cities are within a 3 hour drive, while 4

the top ten European Micro Cities for

international airports and the Superport at

infrastructure by fDi intelligence, putting

Liverpool can be reached in under an hour.

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire ahead

Thanks to our connected location, we’re
home to a significant number of national
and international distribution centres,

of locations such as Cambridge and
Nottingham, based on data covering 233
European Cities and 142 European regions.

including JCB, Alliance Boots Group,

Your new neighbours have already

Unilever and Culina Logistics. FedEx has

established their businesses here, and

its UK headquarters in Staffordshire, as

you’ll benefit from local connections to

well as its national parcel sorting centre.

global businesses like Alstom, Jaguar

eCommerce businesses including Argos

Land Rover and Michelin.

and Amazon have national fulfilment
operations based here.
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PLANE

SEA

4 airports within an hour’s drive
Manchester, Birmingham, East Midlands, Liverpool.

Liverpool Superport is an hour away.
South and East Coast ports
less than 4 hours away.

Daily flights to international destinations.
83 direct flights to Amsterdam per week, 61 to Frankfurt,
65 to Paris, 42 to Zurich, 29 to New York and
63 to the Middle East.

AT THE HEART
OF THE ACTION
Excellent transport links make
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire an
ideal location from which to serve
national and international
markets.


ROAD

Outstanding motorway links
close to the M6, M6 toll, M42 and M1.


RAIL
Fast and frequent services
to major UK cities.

Manchester and Birmingham
are on the doorstep and London is
2hrs 15 minutes by road.

90 minutes to London from Stoke-on-Trent
(twice an hour).

Most major UK cities can be reached
within a 3 hour drive.

75 minutes to London from Stafford
(three times an hour).



SUPER-FAST BROADBAND

95% of businesses in the area will have access to super-fast broadband by 2017.
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A CENTRE FOR GROWTH
AND INNOVATION


“TAKE A PEEK INSIDE OUR
FACTORIES AND YOU’LL
GLIMPSE THE FUTURE OF
MANUFACTURING.”
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We’re innovators, inventors, entrepreneurs and creators.
Businesses that come here, stay here, and prosper.

LOOK AROUND AND
YOU’LL SEE NEW BUSINESS
PREMISES AND ENTERPRISE
PARKS APPEARING

Take a peek inside our factories and you’ll

It’s just one of the many ways Stoke-on-

glimpse the future of manufacturing from

Trent and Staffordshire is leading the way

advanced materials to electric vehicles.

for growth and innovation. All of which has
helped secure £2 billion of public and private

Look underground, and you’ll see the start

sector investment into the area over the next

of the UK’s largest low-carbon geothermal

5 years.

heating network.
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Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire enjoys a 75.6% economic activity rate,
higher than the average for West Midlands, with particular strengths
in manufacturing, engineering, energy and advanced materials.




  

While other regions have

A £7 million business innovation

Stoke-on-Trent was the 4th

Liberty Park, a £38 million

struggled in recent years,

centre at Keele University

fastest growing economy out

development in Lichfield, will

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire

Science and Innovation Park, will

of 138 local authorities between

accommodate 435,000 sq ft

has enjoyed a 5% increase in

provide 30,000 sq ft of office and

2009-13 and 4th out of 64 UK

of industrial and warehouse

jobs in the area in the past four

warehouse accommodation at

cities for creating jobs.

accommodation, creating more

years, from 365,000 to 383,000,

what is already a leading site for

thanks to the attraction of new

innovative medical, engineering

Over £2 billion is being invested

investment.

and high-technology businesses.

to create new business premises,

Alongside these new

enterprise parks and industrial

investments, local companies

A further 27,000 jobs could

The District Heating Network

units. Key developments include

have expanded their

be created by 2020, thanks

(DHN) in Stoke-on-Trent will

i54, home to Jaguar Land Rover’s

facilities – such as JCB’s

to the success of the City

be the UK’s largest low-carbon

new £500 million engine plant,

£150 million expansion project

Deal and Growth Deal with the

geothermal heat network. The

with plans to further expand on

that will create 2,500 new

Government, and a number

DHN will produce up to 65 GWh

the site. The redevelopment of

jobs; Screwfix’s £18 million

of new employment sites

a year, heating thousands of

Stoke-on-Trent City Centre is

reinvestment; and significant

identified in the Local

homes and businesses in the city

creating over 1.5 million sq ft of

expansion at Molson-Coors

Enterprise Partnership’s

and saving up to 12,500 tonnes

office, retail and hotel space.

in Burton-upon-Trent.

Strategic Economic Plan.

of CO2 emissions every year.

than 1,000 jobs.
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A COST COMPETITIVE
LOCATION

“BEING LOCATED IN
STOKE-ON-TRENT AND
STAFFORDSHIRE CAN
REALLY BOOST YOUR
BOTTOM LINE.”
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You’re in business to make money. Being in business in
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire gives you a serious advantage.

YOUR PROFITABILITY
WILL BE ENHANCED BY
THE TWIN BENEFITS OF
LOW COST AND HIGH
GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES

With lower rents, lower average wages than

being located in Stoke-on-Trent and

locations like Manchester and Birmingham,

Staffordshire can really boost your

and an array of new business opportunities,

bottom line.
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GRADE A OFFICE RENTAL VALUES

across Stoke-on-Trent and

lower in Stoke-on-Trent and

Staffordshire is 20% lower than

Staffordshire when compared

Birmingham and Northampton

to adjacent areas.

£30

industrial space.

SALARY COSTS

£25

Source: Colliers International, June 2015

Average wages are up to 14%

and business park settings

workforce will enjoy higher

are giving savings in office

levels of disposable income.

rentals costing up to 63% less
than Manchester, 58% less than

BUSINESS SUPPORT

Birmingham and 53% less

The Local Enterprise Partnership,

than Leeds.

the Chambers of Commerce and

Source: Colliers International, June 2015

the Make It team offer a wide
range of business support and
access to funding.

£20

PER

PER

SQ FT

£15

SQ FT

£10
£5

Source: Colliers International Q1 2015

BIRMINGHAM

of living here means that your

SQ FT

£14.50

Staffordshire and the lower cost

New city centre developments

SQ FT

PER

NORTHAMPTON

OFFICE RENT

PER

MANCHESTER

less in Stoke-on-Trent and

SQ FT

£27.00

with similar savings for

PER

£35

£12.50

Land values are up to 50%

STOKE-ON-TRENT

The cost of warehouse space

£30.00

LAND VALUES

£34.00

INDUSTRIAL RENT

LEEDS



MORE OPPORTUNITIES
Being at the heart of so many supply chains
and exciting growing businesses, locating
here puts you closer to the opportunities,
especially in sectors such as automotive,
aerospace, energy, advanced materials,
medical technologies and business services.
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HOME TO A GREAT POOL
OF TALENTED WORKERS





“POPULATION OF OVER
1 MILLION AND MORE THAN
3 MILLION WITHIN AN
HOUR’S DRIVE.”
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The craft of Staffordshire workers is legendary. From the skilful hands
that paint world-famous pottery, to the precision engineers making
JCB diggers and Jaguar Land Rover engines.

BUT IT’S THE SHEER SCALE
OF OUR WORKFORCE THAT
IS REALLY IMPRESSIVE
A large local workforce and the ability to attract workers from a wider
area gives you the comfort of knowing that your business can scale up
and grow here.
The statistics are compelling:
• One of the UK’s largest labour pools
•W
 orkforce within a 45 minute drive is equivalent to
that of Manchester and Birmingham
• 1 million people living here and 3 million within an
hour’s drive
• Strong manufacturing workforce with a very high
concentration of engineering skills
• Potential salary savings of 14% against the national average
• Population growth significantly higher than regional and
national averages
• 32 universities within an hour’s drive
Source: East West Locations

Skills development is a priority for the area and support
is available for local business to develop apprenticeships
and workplace training. For graduate recruitment, Keele
University and Staffordshire University have more than
25,000 students in key subjects like engineering, IT,
science, technology and medicine. Local colleges have
seen huge investment and play a major role in providing
local companies with the right skills. Another 30
universities are within an hour’s drive – including worldclass institutions in Manchester, Birmingham, Warwick,
Nottingham, Liverpool, Sheffield and Leicester.
Make it Stoke-on-Trent & Staffordshire provides a free
support service to advise you on recruitment, skills and
training issues; and can help you to benchmark salary
levels in your particular industry.
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OVER 63% OF THE
LOCAL POPULATION
ARE OF WORKING AGE



QUALIFICATIONS/
SKILL LEVEL
171,900

People qualified to degree level (NVQ 4) or above

329,500

People qualified to A level (NVQ 3) or above

2 universities

(Staffordshire and Keele) with 31,000 students

336,000




INDUSTRIES WITH
THE MOST EMPLOYEES
66,600
Employed in skilled trade occupations

56,100

Employed in manufacturing

89,400

Employed in professional occupations

38,500

Students within an hour’s drive,
at 32 universities including Keele and Staffordshire

Employed in sales and
customer service occupations

Source: Annual Population Survey (ONS)

Source: Annual Population Survey (ONS)
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LIFESTYLE
AND LEISURE
“1,480 HECTARES OF GREEN
SPACE IN THE CITY, OVER
160KM OF CYCLE ROUTES
AND MORE CANALS THAN
ANY OTHER UK COUNTY.”



Weston Park inset photograph courtesy of Visit England.
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With its reputation for friendliness, Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire
offers accessible and affordable attractions that make it a great place
to live and work.

FROM URBAN CHIC
AND CITY APARTMENTS
TO RURAL IDYLLS AND
COUNTRY HOUSES…
…there is a lifestyle here to suit all tastes and budgets. With average
house prices lower than most of the UK, you get much more home
for your money here.
For shoppers the area has everything from traditional market towns to
bustling city centres with shops and nightlife options. There are truly
world-class leisure facilities including two of Europe’s biggest and
best theme parks – Alton Towers Resort and Drayton Manor Theme
Park; the UK’s number one indoor water park, WaterWorld and the
SnowDome in Tamworth with year-round skiing on real snow.
With some of the world’s most beautiful scenery in the Staffordshire
Peak District, Cannock Chase and the National Forest, as well as
dozens of historic stately homes and gardens, this location really does
offer something for everyone, whatever your tastes and lifestyle.
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TAILOR-MADE SUPPORT
FROM THE MAKE IT
STOKE-ON-TRENT &
STAFFORDSHIRE TEAM…
…Helping businesses to establish their presence in the area, and flourish.
Our team of business advisors can provide
a range of support, including:
• Finding the right location
• Identifying suitable premises
• Arranging site visits and area tours
• Advice on funding and incentives
• Skills, training and recruitment support
• Market and industry research



Call +44 (0) 300 111 8005
Visit www.makeitstokestaffs.co.uk
Email enquiries@makeitstokestaffs.co.uk

THERE ARE SO MANY REASONS TO MAKE
STOKE-ON-TRENT AND STAFFORDSHIRE
YOUR BUSINESS HOME

Call +44 (0) 300 111 8005
Visit www.makeitstokestaffs.co.uk
Email enquiries@makeitstokestaffs.co.uk

