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ADVANCED MATERIALS AND  
MEDICAL DEVICES

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire’s expertise 
in advanced materials, in particular ceramics, 
has led to the rise of several companies in 
the area using bioceramics technologies for 
devices such as dental implants and synthetic 
bones. Biocomposites, who are pioneers in 
developing synthetic calcium composite 
devices for tissue regeneration, are based at 
Keele University Science and Innovation Park. 

MEDICAL SOFTWARE 

With more than 4,200 people employed in 
computer programming, the area is a growing 
location for companies who develop software 
for the medical sector. Instem develops 
software for the pharmaceutical industry, 
with clients including AstraZeneca and 
GlaxoSmithKline.

KEELE UNIVERSITY SCIENCE AND 
INNOVATION PARK

There is an established cluster of Medical 
Technology businesses, supported by the 
strength of R&D activity locally and the world-
class medical facilities at Keele University. 
Examples include Prokarium, a pre-clinical 
and clinical stage company, and nanoTherics, 
a magnetic nanoparticle transfection 
company.

There are a number of development 
opportunities on this dedicated Science and 
Innovation Park, from lab space to design & 
build as well as support for accessing R&D 
at the University. Innovation Centres here 
have been specially developed for medical 
technology businesses, with state-of-the-
art laboratories and high-spec office space. 
Tenants include Cobra Biologics, Alliance 
Medical and Thea Pharmaceuticals.

TEACHING HOSPITAL

With more than £400million invested in 
recent years in new hospital facilities, the 
University Hospital North Midlands has the 
second largest Trauma Service in the UK. 
It provides a range of specialist services 
including Emergency Medicine, Anaesthesia, 
Intensive Care Medicine, Traumatic 
Orthopaedics, General and Vascular Surgery, 
Radiology, Plastic Surgery, ENT, Maxillofacial 
Surgery and, crucially, Rehabilitation 
Medicine. 

WHAT THE LOCALS SAY
Based at Keele University Science and Innovation Park,  
Alliance Medical Radiopharmacy Ltd supplies PET imaging  
centres in the North, Midlands and Wales.

 
Rob Heathcote, Operations Manager at  
Alliance Medical Radiopharmacy Ltd, commented:

“ With Keele University on our doorstep, 
it makes sense to recruit and invest in 
regional talent and encourage these 
graduates to stay within the region. It’s 
a two-way relationship, as not only do 
we get our pick of the best graduates, 
but it’s a great opportunity for new 
graduates to start their careers on 
campus. We have been really pleased 
with the calibre of the graduates 
coming out of the University as they 
seem to arrive with the ability to take on 
the technical and intellectual tasks.”

SPECIALISING
Medical and healthcare technologies in  
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire is a diverse,  
growing sector, which includes innovative firms 

in pharmaceuticals, regenerative medicine, medical devices, 
medical software, imaging and diagnostics. Thanks to R&D 
strengths in key growth areas such as regenerative medicine 
and stem cells, the area offers significant opportunities for 
medical and healthcare technology companies. 

R&D STRENGTHS

Keele University and the University Hospital 
North Midlands have research strengths in 
several key areas, including bioengineering, 
tissue engineering and precision medicine.  
Keele University is a member of the European 
Centre of Excellence in Tissue Engineering. 
There is an excellent track record of local 
universities collaborating with global 
companies including GlaxoSmithKline and 
Pfizer on R&D projects and clinical trials.

Companies located here include Cobra 
Biologics, a leading international contract 
development and manufacturing organisation 
providing biologics and pharmaceuticals for 
pre-clinical, clinical and commercial supply.

Keele University’s expertise in the areas of 
bioengineering and therapeutic stem cell and 
tissue engineering is particularly significant 
to the regenerative medicine market. 97% of 
research conducted at Keele is classified as 
‘World-Leading’ or ‘Internationally excellent’. 
The University’s Institute for Science and 
Technology in Medicine (ISTM) brings 
together biological scientists, physicists, 
chemists, engineers, mathematicians 
and clinicians. Key areas of research are: 
Bioengineering and Regenerative Medicine, 
Cell Therapies, Cell and Molecular Medicine, 
and Nanomedicine.  
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RESEARCH  
STRENGTHS IN  

BIO/TISSUE 
ENGINEERING  

AND PRECISION 
MEDICINE

MEDICAL AND HEALTHCARE 
TECHNOLOGIES

From life science laboratories to medical devices and advances in 
patient care, Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire is an excellent location 

for companies in the medical and healthcare technologies sector. 

97% OF RESEARCH 
CONDUCTED AT KEELE  

IS CLASSIFIED AS  
‘WORLD-LEADING’ OR 

‘INTERNATIONALLY 
EXCELLENT’


